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INTERNATIONAL MEN’S HEALTH WEEK — REGIONAL PROGRAMS 

303. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 

I note that this week is International Men’s Health Week. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! I ask the member for Geraldton to take his seat. I did not eat in the 
dining room today, so maybe there is something in the food! Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you to 
order for the third time. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: My question is to the Minister for Agriculture and Food. I note that this week is 
International Men’s Health Week. Can the minister please inform the house about what the government is doing 
to encourage men to take better care of their health, particularly in regional areas like my electorate? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton for his question. 

Just before I respond to that, I acknowledge in the public gallery the many and varied students from a number of 
regional centres who are engaged in an academic excellence program. It is great to see them here! I did talk to 
them about the notion of becoming a member of Parliament, and maybe after seeing and hearing question time 
they will review some of their future options! But I am sure we will see some of those regional faces in this 
place, Mr Speaker, and they will make their contribution when the day comes. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: In answer to the member’s question, it gives me great pleasure to highlight to the house an 
announcement that we made this morning to expand the Wheatbelt men’s health program, which has been 
running for a number of years throughout the Wheatbelt as a proactive preventative approach to men’s health. It 
is a unique and very successful program which has really been able to bring together men—in this case 
farmers—to get a health check-up at a mental level, at a physical level and at an emotional level, and to ensure 
they take a proactive approach to looking after their own health. The program has been so much of a success that 
with the support of royalties for regions funds—I think $2.78 million over three years—we are able to extend 
that program beyond the financial commitments that have been given already. We have also been able to expand 
that program throughout regional Western Australia to cover the Pilbara, the Kimberley, pastoralists and mining 
people and small businesses—a range of areas where we know men’s health issues are high on the agenda. This 
program has achieved a high level of credibility. It has struck a chord in the community. It is about reaching out 
to men in their environment and in their language in such a way that we can encourage them to take a proactive 
approach to their own health. It is very successful. It was good to see the member for Albany at the morning tea. 
This program has received genuine bipartisan support; in fact, it was started by the Labor government in its term 
in office and credit needs to be given where credit is due. Through the utilisation of royalties for regions funds, 
this government has been able to expand that program right across regional Western Australia targeting men’s 
health, which is critical, and targeting innovative ways of delivering services such that we can get those men in 
the door and overcome some of the traditional barriers they have in meeting their health commitments. We want 
to ensure that they take a proactive approach to their health so they will be around to see their grandkids, and 
play a bigger role in the community going into the future. Nearly $3 million has been allocated, and we need to 
ponder how that resource will make a difference for men in regional Western Australia. This is a huge 
opportunity to save lives. It is a very, very important issue that deserves the support of this house. I am pretty 
sure it has the support of both sides of the house and it will go well beyond the lifetime of this government.  
 


